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Empty Belongings 
P. Kim Bui 
He makes you spill the contents of your purse on the counter 
you curse as you pick your empty belongings 
Not one thing important in the cosmos of your tan suede bag 
the one you bought for twice as much as it was worth 
on the streets of Kenya 
where you were trying to be 
culturalized 
civilized 
and only ended up being another American 
to sell a purse 
made of the suede of a horse 
dying of leprosy 
or so the owner claimed 
The lipstick you never wear rolls into the kitchen 
and you don't notice 
and won't until you have packed your bags 
and are walking out the door 
leaving him to his misery 
you'll see the tube 
glistening black in the recessed lighting you wanted and he hates 
and you'll remember the one time you wore it 
on the train to Philadelphia 
for a weekend affair 
with your college professor 
who is now your lover. 
He'll never know. 
The tampons 
that your mother told you would take your virginity away 
you always wanted to tell her it was too late 
but never had the guts 
the Armani wallet 
you bought from Italy 
on your honeymoon 
originally meant for your sister 
who died two days before you got home 
She was lonely and no one loved her so she ran her Certified used Lexus into 
the river. 
The pictures you carry 
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of your children from your first husband 
he has custody 
ever since you went to Sunny Acres 
Sunny Hills 
Sunny Meadow 
Sunny Hell. 
The hairclips 
you first wore at your wedding 
at the rose gardens downtown 
his tux had tails 
He looked beautiful 
more than you did 
and then he screwed your best friend in the limo when he took her to get her 
shoes 
you'll never know. 
The wedding ring 
you never wear 
unless your mother is around 
Everything goes back into the tan suede bag 
and you kiss him 
tell him you love him anyway 
and you both go watch Friends. 
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